. Dermatology in Belfast was to ultimately benefit from the Belfast Charitable Society, which provided two grants for land for the first dermatology hospitals, the first being in Regent Street, and later at Glenravel Street, as well as from its allied benefactors.
The Belfast City Hospital started as one of Belfast's workhouses, and built to deal with 1,000 patients, opened its doors in January 1841. Tents had to be used to increase its capacity during the Potato Famine between 1845-7 2 .
The first medical school in Belfast was established in 1818 in the Royal Belfast Academical Institute and transferred in 1849 to the newly established Queen's college and later (1908) the Queen's University Belfast. Before this some 300 medical students left Ulster to train mainly in Dublin or Edinburgh, and for some years following the establishment of Queen's University, some students still preferred to receive their medical education outside Ulster, where the standard was still considered superior.
Early dEvElopmEnt of dErmatology in northErn irEland.
There is no record of any specific provision for the treatment of skin diseases in Belfast prior to 1865, although by this time a skin clinic was conducted in the Adelaide Hospital in Dublin by Dr Walter G Smith Specialist hospitals began to appear across the British Isles around the 1860's. They treated conditions, which were seen as less glamorous areas of medicine, neglected by the general voluntary hospitals. Relatives of those affected by a disease sometimes started a specialist hospital and more entrepreneurial doctors, with an interest in these conditions started their own hospital, usually in a converted house with a few beds. Success or failure depended on attracting charitable interest, as attracting patients was never a problem. Specialists found that such hospitals gave them the opportunity to study more examples of any single disease than would be found in the general hospital. 4 . He proposed that the skin splitting occurring in the childhood form of Lyell's syndrome may be due to a staphylococcal toxin, which gave rise to the skin splitting 5 and is probably the first description of the staphylococcal scalded skin syndrome. His paper in the British Medical Journal probably gives the first and best description of the entity of staphylococcal scalded skin in infancy.
rEginald hall
Although little is written about Reginald Hall, he was held in the highest esteem by his colleagues. He was responsible for setting up the dermatology department in the Belfast City Hospital and had by far the largest number of beds in Northern Ireland at that time, "having 45 beds at our disposal for the treatment of skin diseases in the Belfast City Hospital, with an experienced nursing staff." 6 Because of his rather retiring personality, he seems less well known than many of his contemporaries, but has been described as an excellent clinician, and as he had qualified as a barrister, he was in much demand for medico-legal opinion. He was the founding member of the Irish Association of Dermatologists, having written to his counterparts in the Republic of Ireland requesting a closer association between dermatologists in both sections of the island.
John martin BEarE
After qualifying in Medicine in 1943 at Queen's University, Dr Martin Beare volunteered for service with the Royal Navy (1943) (1944) (1945) (1946) where he served as a surgeon lieutenant 7 . After the war he spent time at St Thomas' Hospital studying dermatology under the renowned Geoffrey Dowling. He returned to his native Belfast and further trained under the only two dermatologists in Northern Ireland at the time, until his appointment in 1949 as consultant dermatologist at the Royal Victoria Hospital. He developed interests in paediatric dermatology, fungal diseases of the skin and small animal dermatology and contributed widely to the dermatology literature, including several original chapters in the first edition of the internationally renowned "Rook Book", to which he was a regular contributor in subsequent editions. Dr Beare was president of the British Association of Dermatologists in 1984, when he hosted the BAD Annual meeting in Belfast. He was involved in the foundation of the Irish Association of Dermatologists.
profESSor dESmond BurroWS
Professor Desmond Burrows was the first professor of Dermatology in Ireland, holding an Honorary Chair at Queen's University, Belfast. He was President of the British Association of Dermatologists in 1992 and became President of 6 th EADV, in Dublin, 1997. His major interest was in contact dermatitis and he was a world authority on chromate dermatitis, with much of his work on metal dermatitis being cited today. Together with Martin Beare, he was instrumental in the establishment of the Irish Association hiStory of dErmatology in thE rEpuBliC of irEland.
aBraham CollES
Abraham Colles (1773-1843) begins the story of dermatology in Dublin. He was a surgeon and is best known for his famous description of the Colles fracture. In 1837, his published work, entitled 'Observations on the venereal disease and the use of mercury' clearly defined and differentiated the spectrum of cutaneous syphilis and his observations on the infectivity of neonatal syphilis, later known as Colles Law. This law was used to describe his observation that syphilitic infants with oral lesions could not transmit the disease to their infected mothers but were infective to previously healthy hired wet nurses, indicating the immunity of previously infected individuals 8 .
arthur JaCoB
Arthur Jacob (1790-1874) an ophthalmologist, who served his apprenticeship under Abraham Colles, achieved his eponym at the age of 28, like his master, when he published his paper in 1819 on the nervous layer of the retina-Membrana Jacobi. His contribution to dermatology was in 1827 when he published the first description of the basal cell carcinoma, called at the time the 'Jacobs ulcer'. His eloquent observations included the description of 'ulcers with edges which are elevated, smooth and glossy, with a serpentine outline….veins of considerable size ramifying over it….remaining unchanged in size and form for a great length of time' 8 .
William WallaCE
William Wallace (1791-1837) was probably the first true dermatologist in Dublin. On 1 st October 1818, he opened 'The Dublin Infirmary for diseases of the Skin, 20 Moore Street, Dublin, entirely founded and maintained at his own personal expense. In the 17 years the institution was open, 25000 cases of skin disease were reported to be treated. He made two original contributions to medical literature. He introduced potassium iodide to the Material Medica and made experimental proof of the infectivity of the secondary lesions of syphilis. He also introduced the use of a sulphur fumigating cabinet for the treatment of scabies. Unfortunately his pioneering advances and the activity of the Dublin Infirmary for diseases of the skin were brought to an abrupt end with his sudden death from typhus in 1837 at the age of 46. The hospital never re-opened as he had no colleagues and had not had time to train a successor 8 . .
roBErt gravES

WallaCE BEatty
Wallace Beatty (1853-1923) was Walter Smith's successor in the Adelaide Hospital. He greatly extended the work of the skin clinic and developed a large private practice. He was a popular teacher and was honoured by the University in a special appointment of Honorary Professor of Dermatology. He was on the editorial staff of the British Journal of Dermatology, and was described as "modest, gentle, courteous and beloved by all" 8 .
aCknoWlEdgEmEntS
The authors are grateful for the valuable suggestions from our retired colleagues Professor Desmond Burrows and Dr Andrew TA Dawson for bringing to our attention many of the lesser known aspects of the history of dermatology in Ireland.
